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class but my own, I am aware of the constant
strain of trying to grasp another point-of-view ;
and to speak frankly, it is not worth the trouble.
I do not at all desire to migrate out of my own
class, and I have never been able to sympathise
with people who did. The motive for doing so
is not generally a good one, though it is of course
possible to conceive a high-minded aristocrat who
from motives based upon our common humanity
might desire to apprehend the point-of-view of an
artisan, or a high-minded artisan who for the same
motive desired to apprehend the point-of-view of
an earl. But one requires to feel sure that this is
based upon a strong sense of charity and responsi-
bility, and I can only say that I have not found
that the desire to migrate into a different class is
generally based upon these qualities.
The question is, what ought a man who believes
sincerely in the principle of equality to do in the
matter, if he is situated as I am situated ? What
I admire and desire in life is friendly contact with
my fellows, interesting work, leisure for following
the pursuits I enjoy, such as art and literature.
I honestly confess that I am not interested in
what are called Social Problems, or rather I am
not at all interested in the sort of people who
study them. Such problems have hardly reached
the vital stage ; they are in the highly technical
stage, and are mixed up with such things as
political economy, politics, organisation, and so